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Thursday, February 02, 2023 
 4:00 pm 

Regular Meeting 
Town Hall, Room A 

 
 

1. Call to order:   First Selectman Jay Swan called meeting to order at 4:00 pm. 
a. Present:  First Selectman Jay Swan, Selectman Chandler Paquette 
b. Others Present:  Finance Director Karen Fitzpatrick, Board of Finance Chair Michael Dougherty, Ray 

Morgan, Pam Minella, Glen Lessig, John Davis, Charlotte Davis, Denise Esslinger, Lisa Dalterio, Karen 
Swanberg, Jessica Weaver Boose, Megan Bard Morse, Dawn Adiletta, Recording Secretary Amy 
Monahan 
 

2. Approval of Minutes from January 17, 2023 and January 19, 2023 Board of Selectmen’s Special Meetings 
a. Chandler Paquette made a *Motion to approve the Minutes from of January 17, 2023 and January 19, 

2023 Board of Selectmen’s Special Meetings as presented.  *Motion Passed Unanimously. 
 

3. Public Comment 
a. Karen Fitzpatrick noted that she is sad to see Charlene Perkins Cutler leave her position as it was a 

pleasure working with her.  She wishes her best of luck. 
b. Ray Morgan noted that Quarry Road is in need of repairs.  John Navarro is aware of the situation. 

 
4. Tax Rebates 

a. Tax rebate to Acar Leasing Ltd, $278.45, Lessee purchased vehicle March 2022 

b. Tax rebate to Hyundai Lease Titling Trust, $268.18, Lessee purchased vehicle Dec 2021 

c. Tax rebate to Honda Lease Trust, $103.84, Lessee purchased vehicle July 2022 
i. Chandler Paquette made a *Motion to accept the 3 tax rebates as presented above.  *The 

motion passed unanimously. 
 

5. ARPA Update 
a. Karen Fitzpatrick noted that the Muddy Brook Tanker and Town Dump Truck were approved by Board of 

Selectmen and Board of Finance for use of ARPA funds in the amounts of $275,000 for the tanker and 
not to exceed $250,000 for the Highway Department dump truck.  All other items discussed will be 
approved at a later date. 

b. WPCA has contacted Karen Fitzpatrick for information to prepare for going out to bid in order to get a 
price for WPCA updates.   
 

6. Open Space Ordinance 
a. Jay Swan read the updated ordinance regarding Process for the Disposition of Open Space Land.  The 

document has been reviewed by appropriate commissions and boards.  The town Attorney has reviewed 
and approved the document as written 

i. Chandler Paquette made a *Motion to accept the ordinance as presented.  *The motion passed 
unanimously.  

1. This item will now go to town meeting for vote as required for ordinance changes. 
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7. Consider a Resolution for the Creation of a Town Poet Laureate 
a. Jay Swan noted that more than 40 out of 169 towns currently have a Poet Laureate.  Documents about 

the Poet Laureate position have been distributed to Selectmen for review. 
i. Chandler Paquette made a *Motion to table this agenda item until the next meeting.  *The 

motion passed unanimously. 
 

8. Board of Selectmen Resignation  
a. Jay Swan shared that Charlene Perkins Cutler has resigned as Selectwoman effective January 30, 2023 

due to personal reasons.  The remaining Selectmen thank her for her service and wish her the best of 
luck.  They want her to know that she will be missed.  Ms. Perkins-Cutler has served with distinction in 
that role since November 2021.  The remaining members of the Board of Selectmen have a period of 
thirty days to appoint a person to fill the remainder of the term. 

b. Linda Bernardi has announced her retirement as Tax Collector effective March 31, 2023.  Linda has been 
Tax Collector for 16 years and done an excellent job.   
  

9. Boards/Commissions Appointments and Resignations 

a. Consider the appointment of Joshua Huck as a Member of the Economic Development Commission for 
the term of February 2, 2023 through December 31, 2025 

b. Consider the appointment of Lisa Dalterio as a Member of the Economic Development Commission for 
the term of February 2, 2023 through December 31, 2025 

c. Consider the appointment of Denise Esslinger as a Member of the Arboretum Committee for the term of 
February 2, 2023 through December 31, 2023 

d. Consider the appointment of John Davis as a Member of the Arboretum Committee for the term of 
February 2, 2023 through November 21, 2023 

e. Consider the appointment of Charlotte Davis as a Member of the Arboretum Committee for the term of 
February 2, 2023 through November 21, 2023 

f. Consider the appointment of Karen Swanberg as a Member of the Agricultural Commission for the term 
of February 2, 2023 through December 31, 2025 

i. Chandler Paquette made a *Motion to accept all Board/Commissions Appointments as 
presented.  *The motion passed unanimously. 

g. Consider the resignation of Raymond Smith as the Secretary of the Zoning Board of Appeals, effective 
immediately 

i. Chandler Paquette made a *Motion to accept the Board/Commissions Resignation as 
presented.  *The motion passed unanimously. 
 

10. Correspondence and Announcements 
a. John Dlugosz has submitted an email, dated January 24, 2023, to the Board of Selectman that he request 

be read, discussed and entered into the minutes.  He also included a letter from John G Rappa on behalf 
of Representative Boyd with information about municipal surcharge fees on admission tickets.  Jay Swan 
read the email which included the following concerns 

i. Woodstock Fair Tickets- “While the fair itself has Non-Profit status, it is clear that much of the 
activity there is for profit, via for-profit vendors.  This would certainly require further discovery.  
A possible revenue source for the town should not be dismissed offhand.  The fair has an impact 
on our roads and on the general quality of life in Woodstock while it is underway, which has 
value.  Please let me know how the Board of Selectmen will proceed with this information.” 

ii. Tri-Board Meeting- “Also, at the Tri-board meeting on January 17, 2023, the majority of those in 
attendance let it be known that they sought another meeting with the three boards.  First 
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Selectmen Swan said that he would announce such a meeting.  Please let me know if such a 
meeting has been or will be scheduled.” 

iii. EMS Services- “The Woodstock Town website proclaims: ‘The Board of Selectmen understands 
that the decisions we make today will have a lasting impact on tomorrow.  Therefore, each 
decision that impacts eh community must be carefully considered.  The Selectmen, town staff, 
and various commissions, boards and committees are working diligently to enhance the quality 
of life to our residents and future generations.’  Please explain how annually underfunding our 
schools and failing to find funding for full time EMS service in Woodstock is enhancing the 
quality of life to our residents and future generations.  If you make a claim that this is your goal, 
please provide supporting evidence that you are taking specific actions with this in mind.  If 
Proposition 46 is a barrier, what specific work are you doing to remove or repair it.” 

b. Covid-19 Tests and Masks are available in the Town hall Lobby. 
c. The Open Public Forum regarding the FY'24 Budget will continue Tuesday February 7th. The event will 

be held at the Loos Center for the Performing Arts and start at 6 pm. The agenda for the meeting will be 
posted here Monday. See the agenda for the link to join the meeting via Zoom and/or YouTube Live 
stream. A FAQ document on common budget questions will also be available before the meeting. 

d. The State Police report the following in Woodstock for the month of December 2022 
i. 9 Accidents 

ii. 11 Investigations 
iii. 0 Larceny 
iv. 0 Burglary 
v. 59 non-reported matters 

vi. 1 DUI 
vii. 1 Traffic Citation 

viii. 0 Written Warnings 
e. Recreation department has many upcoming programs and events.  Information about recreation 

programs and events can be found on the Town Website at https://www.woodstockct.gov/recreation-
department/pages/recreation-programs or you can sign up for the monthly recreation newsletter at 
https://www.woodstockct.gov/recreation-department  
 

11. Public Comments 
a. Jessica Weaver Boose asked if the upcoming meeting will be promoted on WINY.  Jay Swan responded 

that he is planning to promote on WINY Radio. 
b. Glen Lessing thanked the Selectmen for scheduling the second meeting and thanked Crystal for the Q&A 

being created.  He seconded comments about Charlene Perkins Cutler as her resignation is a great loss 
to the community. He wishes Charlene nothing but the best.  Glen asked if any progress had been made 
with the proposed senior tax freeze.  Jay Swan replied that he had a recent discussion with Su Connor, 
Agent for the Elderly, about a Senior Tax Freeze and is looking into the information provided. 

c. Megan Bard Morse asked when the next special town meetings will be scheduled.  Jay Swan noted that 
the Special Town Meeting will be warned at the next regular Board of Selectman meeting on February 
16, 2023.  She also requested that the Selectmen revisit the Middle School Fields Project at the next 
ARPA meeting, and she suggested using some of the organizations that use the fields to assist in funding 
the project as well.   

d. Lisa Dalterio asked if the Town of Woodstock is expecting to receive any of the road funding that was 
recently announced by the Federal Government.  Jay Swan noted that there will be federal money 
allocated but he is not aware of the amount at this time. 

e. Pam Minella noted that the State of Connecticut is offering a free Grant Writing Workshop.  She will 
send Jay Swan the information. 

https://www.woodstockct.gov/recreation-department/pages/recreation-programs
https://www.woodstockct.gov/recreation-department/pages/recreation-programs
https://www.woodstockct.gov/recreation-department
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f. Chandler Paquette stated that he takes offense to letter submitted by John Dlugosz.  He clarified that 
the Board of Selectmen has nothing to do with Education spending and that this administration has 
worked diligently with emergency services to maintain EMS services. 
   

12. Adjournment 
a. Chandler Paquette made a *Motion to adjourn.  *The motion passed unanimously.  The meeting 

adjourned at 5:06pm. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Respectfully submitted by Amy Monahan, Recording Secretary.  DISCLAIMER:  These minutes have not yet been 
approved by the Board of Selectmen.  Please refer to next month’s meeting for approval/amendments. 

 


