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Thursday, December 7, 2023 
 4:00 pm 

Regular Meeting 
Town Hall, Room A 

 
 

1. Call to order:   First Selectman Jay Swan called meeting to order at 4:04 pm. 
a. Present:  First Selectman Jay Swan, Selectman Chandler Paquette, Selectwoman Kate McDonald 
b. Others Present: Pam Morgan, Charlene Perkins Cutler, Jessica Weaver Boose, Paul Feige, Matt McCabe, 

Roger Gale, Karen Fitzpatrick, Wendy Costa, Richard Baron, Eric Young, Crystal Adams, Diane Miller, 
William Skene, Stuart Peaslee, Polly Hayden, Mitchel Eaffy, several other members of the public and 
Recording Secretary Amy Monahan. 
 

2. Approval of Minutes from November 16, 2023 Board of Selectmen’s Meeting 
a. Kate McDonald made a *Motion to approve the Minutes from November 16, 2023 Board of Selectmen 

Meeting as amended.  *Seconded by Jay Swan.  *Motion Passed with 1 abstention (Paquette).  
i. Chandler Paquette was not present for the November 16, 2023 meeting as documented. 

ii. Jay Swan called the November 16, 2023 meeting to order at 7:00 pm (not 4:00 as documented).  
 

3. Public Comment   
a. Charlene Perkins Cutler noted that there is a window of time for seniors to apply for the proposed tax 

freeze program and she wants the topic brought to town meeting to accommodate that sign-up 
window.  She further noted that the amount in question for this program is well under amount that 
needs a referendum per town ordinance, and she feels more than comfortable deciding at town 
meeting for this topic. She stated that the town has gotten away from town meeting decision making 
resulting in unnecessary referendum costs.  She would like to see the town move back towards making 
decisions at town meetings. 

b. Jessica Weaver Boose noted that if work was being accomplished at town meetings, she feels more 
people would make effort to show up at those town meetings. 

c. Polly Hayden noted that working town meetings might force people back into their civic responsibilities. 
d. Mitchel Eaffy reminded board of the history surrounding the institution of referendum votes several 

years ago- specifically that it was passed by a small number of residents. 
e. Karen Fitzpatrick noted there are pros and cons to both.  She feels that budget votes should not be done 

at referendum as every taxpayer has the right to vote upon funds. 
f. Matt McCabe asked to think about the cost of referendum in deciding an adjustment over 82 people’s 

tax bill in terms of being fiscally responsible as a town. 
g. Jessica Weaver Boose shared that the libraries (collectively) do not want to carry the job of deciding on a 

Poet Laurette forward but do have several options to review in appointing that position. 
i. Jay Swan noted that this topic will be on an upcoming agenda for discussion. 

 
4. Tax Rebates   

a. There are 38 rebates for total of $5,637.38 to be considered at this time 

• CAP Auto Lease Ltd, $117.77, Sold June 2023 

• Thomas Fenstermacher, $13.33, Registered in TX 

• Charles Eberle, $34.96, BAA Change 

• Hyundai Lease Titling Trust, $286.56, Adjustment 

• Thomas Quinney, $205.05, Belongs in Brooklyn 
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• Paine District Estates Association Inc, $100.86, Common Interest Land 

• Paine District Estates Association Inc, $93.83, Common Interest Land 

• Toyota Lease Trust, $570.93, Sold August 2022 

• Toyota Lease Trust, $469.11, Disposed November 2022 

• Toyota Lease Trust, $589.43, Disposed December 2022 

• Toyota Lease Trust, $379.81, Sold January 2023 

• Toyota Lease Trust, $353.36, Sold January 2023 

• Stephen Paul, $234.83, Disposed April 2023 

• Michael and Jessica Bickoff, $71.31, Sold August 2022 

• Maryann Dube, $21.29, BAA Change 

• Mikayla Gagnon, $30.26, BAA Change 

• Brendan Owens, $70.01, Sold November 2022 

• Parker and Mary Weaver, $31.33, Registered in MA July 2023 

• Stephen Witkowski, $43.05, Sold May 2023 

• Alyssa Ducharme, $84.03, BAA Change 

• VW Credit Leasing Ltd, $234.12, Sold February 2023 

• VW Credit Leasing Ltd, $133.43, Sold July 2023 

• Raymond Gietler, $48.63, BAA Change 

• Geoffrey and Jillian Shamp, $44.53, Sold June 2023 

• Jill Pratt, $39.53, Sold August 2023 

• Enterprise FM Trust, $93.80, Overpayment 

• Enterprise FM Trust, $289.68, Overpayment 

• Andrew Massey, $164.05, BoAA 

• Charles and Jill Grant, $16.57, Duplicate Payment 

• Fairvue Farms LLC, $122.18, Sold/Disposed March2022-August 2023 

• David Obrien, $6.72, Overpayment 

• Walter Mello, $47.49, Traded in August 2023 

• William and Lisa Barette, $271.16, BAA Change 

• Paul Enman Jr, $39.22, BAA Change 

• Marilyn Braaten, $22.97, Sold June 2023 

• Ross and Susan Eddy, $23.41, Not Registered in CT 

• Erica Kesselman, $220.18, Traded in April 2023 

• Jason Salvas, $18.60, Sold July 2023 
i. Chandler Paquette made a *Motion to approve the 38 tax rebates as presented.  *Seconded by 

Kate McDonald.  *The Motion Passed Unanimously. 
 

5. ARPA Update 
a. Karen Fitzpatrick has distributed the updated ARPA Funds spreadsheet to the Selectmen for review.  

There is still just over $80,000 in unassigned funds available for use.  She also noted that the Town of 
Woodstock did just finish full audit of ARPA funding and all standards were successfully met. 
 

6. Discuss Using Opioid Funds for EAP 
a. Karen Fitzpatrick noted that the town of Woodstock has been receiving opioid settlement funds for use 

to assist residents with opioid addiction issues.  The first round of funding in the amount of 
approximately $17,000 was designated to United Services to support their addiction programs available 
to Woodstock residents as needed. 
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b. Crystal Adams reviewed the EAP (Employee Assistance Plan) that United Services offers.  This plan would 
provide any town employee and their family members with additional support services including opioid 
addictions concerns. 

c. Jay Swan noted that a concern was expressed about these funds being used for employees instead of for 
the general residents in Woodstock. Karen Fitzpatrick noted that over $17,000 has already been 
donated to United Services for our residents to get services provided by United Services as needed.  

i. Kate McDonald made a *Motion to approve the United Services plan for 3 services for every 
employee with 15 hours or more.  *Seconded by Chandler Paquette.  *The motion passed 
unanimously. 
 

7. Discuss Building Department Ordinance and Update Permit Fees 
a. Jay Swan noted that this particular ordinance needs to be changed to remove IWWA information from 

the building office section.  Paul Feige would also like to update the Town of Woodstock Building 
Department fees to be comparable to other towns. 

b. Paul Feige introduced himself and noted that fees in this town are lower than surrounding towns and 
have not been updated in 12 years.  He has gone through the ordinance book and reviewed wording for 
his department.  He noted that updating the fee schedule will show in building department numbers 
immediately.  Paul has also simplified the fee program with his proposal that he will share with the 
Board of Selectmen for review. 

c. Karen Fitzpatrick noted that the additional money the building department makes will offset the tax 
burden for taxpayers. 

d. Chandler Paquette thanked Paul Feige for looking out for the town’s interest and is looking forward to 
hearing his numbers. 
 

8. Discuss Ordinance Concerning Appropriation of $100,000 Or More  
a. Karen Fitzpatrick has distributed a draft of updates to the Ordinance Concerning Appropriation of 

$100,000 Or More for the Selectmen to review.  Her suggestion is to change the appropriation amount 
from $100,000 to $250,000. 

b. There was discussion about the suggested amount not being high enough to cover equipment purchases 
and the suggestion to look at other towns of similar demographic to see what limits are in place. 

c. The Board of Selectmen decided to update the proposed change amount to $400,000 to meet the needs 
of the town in current financial market. 

 
9. Discuss Senior Tax Freeze 

a. Kate McDonald reviewed numbers from the Assessor and Tax Collector.  She found that most towns 
with a Senior Tax Freeze use the Circuit Breaker requirement numbers.  The Town of Woodstock 
currently has 82 eligible citizens under circuit breaker guidelines that pay total 221,143.95 in taxes after 
the deduction of roughly $50,000.  Using this number, you can determine the rate lost per mil going 
forward which would be an estimated $10,000 per mil or a $5 increase per mil per taxpayer. 

b. Kate McDonald proposes to bring the Tax Freeze plan to Town Meeting with the following terms 
i. Use the State determined Circuit Breaker Requirements 

ii. Offer for age 65 and older 
c. Chandler Paquette is pleased with the offer brought forward and agrees with the age of 65. 
d. Kate McDonald made a *Motion to bring the proposed Tax Freeze using the requirement of the Circuit 

Breaker Program and offered to residents 65 years of age and older to town meeting for consideration 
and vote.   *Seconded by Chandler Paquette.  *The motion passed unanimously. 
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10. 2024 Transfer Station Updates/Approval 
a. Jay Swan reviewed the proposed changes to Transfer Station for 2024.  The Selectmen suggest that the 

seasonal permit be omitted going forward.  The new permit prices would increase by $20 across the 
board. 

b. Jay Swan noted that he is looking for the transfer station passes to transition into a fiscal year time 
frame in the future. 

c. Chandler Paquette made a *Motion to increase the cost of the Town of Woodstock Transfer Permit 
passes by $20 across the board and omit the option to purchase seasonal passes for 2024.  *Seconded 
by Kate McDonald.  *The motion passed unanimously. 

d. Kate McDonald made a *Motion to increase the Pomfret Resident Transfer Station Permit cost by $20 to 
the new price of $270 for 2024.  *Seconded by Chandler Paquette.  *The motion passed unanimously. 
 

11. Award Bid for Peake Brook Bridge Replacement 
a. Jay Swan shared that the lowest bid from Loureiro Contractors in the amount of $974,191 which was 

accepted by the Board of Selectmen on October 19, 2023 was accepted by the Engineering Firm. 
 

12. Consider the Appointment of William Skene as Fire Marshal 
a. Jay Swan shared the Will Skene has been recommended to replace Richard Baron as Fire Marshall. 
b. Kate McDonald made a *Motion to appoint William Skene as Fire Marshal.  *Seconded by Chandler 

Paquette.  *The motion passed unanimously. 
c. Richard Baron presented Will Skene with his Fire Marshall badge. 

 
13. Consider the Appointment of Norman Baker as Special Constable 

a. Jay Swan shared information about Norman Baker.  He is a certified flagger and constable for the Town 
of Thompson.  Both Stewart Morse and Jay Swan recommend him as a Special Constable. 

i. Chandler Paquette made a *Motion to appoint Norman Baker as Special Constable.  *Seconded 
by Kate McDonald.  *The motion passed unanimously. 
 

14. Boards and Commissions Appointments & Resignations 
a. Consider the Reappointment of Emilie Hebert as a Member of the Agricultural Commission for the term 

of January 1, 2024 through December 31, 2026 
b. Consider the Reappointment of Jessica Weaver Boose as a Member of the Economic Development 

Commission for the term of January 1, 2024 through December 31, 2026 
c. Consider the Reappointment of William Rewinski as a Member of the Inland Wetlands and 

Watercourses Agency for the term of January 1, 2024 through December 31, 2028 
d. Consider the Reappointment of Dotti Durst as an Alternate of the Zoning Board of Appeals for the term 

of January 1, 2024 through December 31, 2027 
e. Consider the Reappointment of Bill Brower as a Member of the Zoning Board of Appeals for the term of 

January 1, 2024 through December 31, 2027 
f. Consider the Resignation of Jeremy Hughes as a Member of the Historic District Commission 
g. Consider the Resignation of Suzanne Woodward as a Member of the Zoning Board of Appeals 
h. Consider the Resignation of Harold Bishop as a Member of the Historic Properties Commission 
i. Consider the Resignation of Myron Stachiw as a Member of the Historic Properties Commission 

i. Kate McDonald made a *Motion to accept and approve all appointments and resignations as 
presented above.  *Seconded by Chandler Paquette.  *The motion passed unanimously 
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15. Confirm Time Change for BOS Meetings 
a. Jay Swan noted that the suggestion was made to move the evening meeting time from 7 pm to 6 pm.   

This allows the recording secretary and the public to be able to attend both meetings on that Thursday 
evening. The Selectmen unanimously agree to the change. 
 

16. Correspondence and Announcements 
a. A letter has been sent to Felix A Morino Company, Inc., to award the only bid received for Penetrating 

Surface Treatments of Asphalt Pavements.  
b. There will be a Rededication of Sacred Stones Ceremony on Wednesday, December 13, 2023 at 11:00 

am.  The brief ceremony will be held at the mini-common at the intersection of Route 169, Old Hall Road 
and Child Hill Road.  The original memorial was donated by residents of Pulpit Rock Road in September 
of 1986 in celebration of Woodstock’s 300th Anniversary.  Upon its loss, a new marker was installed in 
October of this year by the Town of Woodstock. 

c.  The Woodstock Wreaths Across America ceremony will take place on Saturday, December 16, 2023 at 
noon on the Town Common and at several other locations in all 50 states to Remember the fallen. 
Honor those who serve. Teach the next generation the value of freedom. 

d. A Thank you letter was received from TEEG for contributions to food and fuel programs. 
e. For anyone still wishing to donate to Woodstock’s Giving Tree, we will be accepting items through 

Thursday, December 14th. Thank you to everyone who has donated so far! We will gladly accept 
donations of any of the items specified on the flyer or on the tree tags, but we especially need personal 
hygiene items. 

f. The State Police report the following in Woodstock for the month of November 2023 
i. 10 Accidents 

ii. 14 Investigations 
iii. 0 Larceny 
iv. 0 Burglary 
v. 59 non-reported matters 

vi. 2 DUI 
vii. 1 Traffic Citations 

viii. 2 Written Warning 
g. Be sure to attend the 4th Annual Woodstock Winter Festival this Satruday, December 9, 2023. Please 

visit the Recreation Department page for information about upcoming events and programs.  
https://www.woodstockct.gov/recreation-department 

 
17. Public Comments 

a. Pam Morgan suggested the Town of Woodstock look into Rand Whitney as a possible purchaser of 
corrugated cardboard collected at the Transfer Station.  She also suggested reaching out to Savy & Sons 
for information about the WES Tunnel Encapsulation project.  Jay Swan will follow up with both 
recommendations. 
 

18. Adjournment 
a. Kate McDonald made a *Motion to adjourn. * Seconded by Chandler Paquette.  *The motion passed 

unanimously.  The meeting adjourned at 5:46 pm. 
 
 

*Respectfully submitted by Amy Monahan, Recording Secretary.  DISCLAIMER:  These minutes have not yet been 
approved by the Board of Selectmen.  Please refer to next month’s meeting for approval/amendments. 

https://www.woodstockct.gov/recreation-department

